
Sessions include

Judging in the 2020s means navigating fentanyl epidemics, synthetic drugs, 
mental health crises, and more. This course equips you with cutting-edge 
science, trauma-informed practices, and practical strategies for effective 
adjudication. This course is designed for judges at all levels who encounter 
substance-related issues in their courts, including:

Criminal Court Judges - Stay informed on today’s rapidly evolving drug 
landscape, including fentanyl, methamphetamine, and synthetic opioids. 
Learn practical sentencing strategies and how to respond effectively to 
addiction and relapse.

Family & Juvenile Court Judges - Understand the deep connections 
between substance use, trauma, and family instability. Gain tools to evaluate 
rehabilitation progress, parental fitness, and support youth and families in 
crisis.

Drug & Problem-Solving Court Judges - Dive into psycho-
pharmacology, treatment modalities, and relapse prevention. Strengthen 
your approach to accountability and long-term recovery.

Tribal Court Judges - Explore culturally responsive strategies and 
trauma-informed approaches for communities disproportionately affected by 
substance use and intergenerational trauma.

General Jurisdiction Judges - Whether you serve in a rural or urban area, 
if substance use cases cross your docket, this course will help you better 
recognize addiction-related behavior and apply practical courtroom 
responses.

Drugs in America Today:
What Every Judge Needs 
to Know

Sep 22 - 25, 2025 
Sioux Falls, SD
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily

Tuition: $1,978  |  Conf. Fee: $549
CLE*: 21

800.255.8343

Judicial College Building / MS 358
Reno, NV 89557

judges.org

info@judges.org

Register:
judges.org/DT092225

*Estimated credits are subject to change based upon final agenda provided on start date of course.

The National Judicial College admits participants of any age, 
race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, disability or 
limited English proficiency.

Fentanyl. Trauma. Co-occurring disorders. 
This course goes beyond the headlines to equip you with 
courtroom-ready insights for handling substance use cases.

• Relapse & Prevention In Substance Use Disorders
• Points Of Reference In Substance Use Disorders 
   Treatment & Management
• Alcohol & Other Drugs: Psychopharmacology
• PTSD & Complex Family Trauma
• Co-Occurring Disorders In Substance Use 
   Disorder
• Trauma Informed Court & Vicarious Trauma
• Effective Sentencing Options

This isn’t just another drug course. 
It’s a comprehensive toolkit for judges 
who want to understand addiction, 
trauma, relapse, and justice.


