
2021

EVERYTHING  
EVERYWHERE  
ALL AT ONCE  
… FOR JUSTICE

Annual Report to Stakeholders



ANNUAL REPORT TO STAKEHOLDERS, 2021



1THE NATIONAL JUDICIAL COLLEGE

If the title of this year’s Annual Report 

to Stakeholders sounds familiar, you’ve 

probably seen the 2022 movie “Everything 

Everywhere All at Once.” Or you’ve at least 

seen the trailer. 

The film is hard to describe. The trailer isn’t 

any help. 

There’s a middle-age woman who owns a laundromat. She is  

being audited by the IRS. Something crazy happens. She ends  

up having to connect with other versions of herself in alternate 

realities in order to save the multiverse. There is a good amount  

of martial arts action and a talking raccoon chef. 

How this alludes to 2021 at the NJC may not be immediately  

apparent. 

Start with this: Something crazy happened in 2021: Covid. Again. 

But in spite of the many challenges, the NJC and its alumni  

managed to help keep the judiciary from being rent asunder like 

the fabric of the space-time continuum. Did we mention that  

there were judges in kayaks, the creation of a MOOC, and a talking  

cat lawyer? You can read about it all in the pages that follow. 

There is an ironic expression, considered a curse, that says, “May you 

live in interesting times.” This year’s forecast calls for mostly interest-

ing with scattered calamities. As always, we thank you for supporting 

the College and its mission to make our world (and any others that 

may reveal themselves) a more just place. Whatever it takes. 

Hon. Benes Z. Aldana (Ret.)           Hon. Christopher T. Whitten  

President            Chair 
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Another challenging Covid year yields  
high enrollments
Some of the College’s in-person classes resumed in 2021, 
but the pandemic continued to make life complicated for all 
educational institutions. Overall, the NJC still managed to 
record its second-highest year in history as far as enrollments 
with 16,250 across all course types. 

Courses converted from in-person to online, such as 
Handling Capital Cases and Advanced Evidence, continued 
to be popular. A total of 374 judges took those two and 10 
other converted courses. 

Ethics, Fairness and Security in Your Courtroom & 
Community and Advanced Trial Skills for Judges: Managing 
a Jury Trial were presented as hybrids with half of the class 
attending in-person at the NJC’s facility in Reno and the rest 
online. 

The College’s water-law program, Dividing the Waters, 
offered a two-part webinar, The Klamath Water Wars – Twenty 
Years Later. Other first-time NJC webinars included How 
Judges Should Use Their State Constitutions, Climate Science 
for Judges, Courthouse Dogs and Hate Crimes.

Custom-course business continued to be strong. The 
government of Ukraine hired the College to present a 
webinar on judicial decision-making, which drew 355 
enrollments. 

NAACP’s Ifill and WA Chief Justice González 
deliver Jackson Lectures
NAACP Legal Defense Fund President and Director-Coun-
sel Sherrilyn Ifill and Washington Supreme Court Chief Jus-
tice Steven González delivered the 138th and 139th Justice 
Jackson Lectures sponsored by Thomson Reuters.

In the spring, Ifill spoke to judges enrolled in an online 
presentation of the College’s course for new trial judges, 

General Jurisdiction, as well as hundreds of others viewing 
online. She talked about how important it is that judges treat 
those who come before them with respect.

“That makes them feel that the courtroom is a place 
where they have some power or some agency, where they 
matter,” she said. “And the feeling that they have – whether 
they win or lose – of having been heard, it’s like gold.”

In the fall, Chief Justice González came to Reno and 
delivered an inspirational and often humorous lecture 
about diversity on the bench. At one point he joked about 
a conspiracy theory making the rounds in Washington state 
concerning “a group of powerful White people who met in 
secret and decided things for the rest of us. We called it the 
Supreme Court.”

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecture Series debuts
On, March 15th, the birth anniversary of the late Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, the College pre-
sented its first in a planned 
annual series of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Lectures.

An online audience 
of more than 500 viewed 
recorded tributes to Justice 
Ginsburg from Justice 
Stephen Breyer, seven female 

state supreme court justices, and Board of Visitors mem-
ber and former Washington Supreme Court Justice Bobbe 
Bridge. 

The principal lecturer was Professor Deborah Jones Mer-
ritt, a former law clerk to both Justice Ginsburg and Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor, who talked about Justice Ginsburg’s 
legacy. Justice Ginsburg died in September 2020. 

Faculty member  
co-stars in viral  
‘cat lawyer’ video 
Faculty member and Texas District 
Court Judge Roy Ferguson gained 
worldwide fame in 2021 when he 
presided over a normally mundane 
civil forfeiture hearing online. 

In the video recording of the hearing (see a screen cap-
ture on the back cover of this report), the attorney for one 
of the parties appears to be a talking cat. The embarrassed 
lawyer didn’t know how to turn off a screen filter that was 
creating the effect. Judge Ferguson (above) is heard, though 
not seen, patiently advising the attorney on how to correct 
the problem.

The video can be easily found on YouTube and has been 
viewed millions of times. Judge Ferguson previously taught a 
webinar for the NJC on conducting hearings online.

Racial Justice Roundtable caps webinar 
series
In the wake of the killing of George Floyd and subsequent 
protests against police brutality and racial injustice, the Col-
lege convened the judiciary’s first national self-examination 
and webinar series on the issue of racial justice. 

Nearly 3,000 judges, attorneys and other justice system 
professionals enrolled in eight webinars during 2020 that 
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covered a wide range of topics, 
including implicit bias, systemic 
racism, federal Indian policy 
and access to water, and bias in 
artificial intelligence. 

The series concluded on 
February 25, 2021, with a vir-
tual Racial Justice Roundtable 
hosted by the NJC and the Na-
tional Center for State Courts. The 760 attendees included 
representatives of nearly every national judicial organization. 
The program also featured remarks by Harvard’s Robert 
Livingston, author of “The Conversation: How Seeking and 
Speaking Truth About Racism Can Radically Transform 
Individuals and Organizations.” 

The series also generated a list of 20 Actions Judges Can 
Take to Combat Racial Injustice. These included, “Schedule 
listening sessions out in the community to find out how 
locals view your court.” 

Everything judges should know  
about hate crimes
In collaboration with the National Asian Pacific American 
Bar Association Judicial Council and funded by the State 

Justice Institute, the NJC presented a timely webinar titled 
Hate Crimes in the United States – What Judges Need to 
Know. 

A panel of judges and experts provided an overview of 
hate crimes along with advice on how to recognize hate 
symbols, current trends in hate crimes, how to measure the 
effectiveness of hate crime statutes, and best practices in 
sentencing hate crimes. The panel also reviewed anti-lynch-
ing legislation that had passed the House of Representatives 
in 2020.

Climate science and environmental  
law initiatives move forward 
The College successfully launched a course on Environmen-
tal Law Essentials for the Judiciary. The course was presented 
in Napa, California. 

Thanks to funding from the State Justice Institute, the 
College is developing a curriculum for use in training state 
judiciaries on emerging environmental and climate change 
topics. Additional funding from the Environmental Law 
Institute – part of a two-year $215,000 grant ELI awarded 
the College in 2021 – will support a yearlong project called 
Justice Leaders in Climate Science. 

The NJC reached out to chief justices from every state 
to designate a judicial officer to participate in a year’s 
worth of in-person and online trainings. The trainings are 
designed to help judges become judicial leaders on cli-
mate-change-related issues and serve as a resource to other 
judges in their states.

College becomes charter member of part-
nership to defend judicial independence 
The College joined with the International Academy of 
Trial Lawyers (IATL), the Civil Justice Research Institute 

of Berkeley Law School, the Berkeley Judicial Institute and 
Robins Kaplan LLP to create the Judicial Independence 
Collaborative.

The partnership plans to present a symposium annual-
ly for three years on the topic of preserving independent, 
impartial courts. The collaborative’s first such venture, titled 
Democracy’s Last Line of Defense, took place May 26, 
2022, at The Old Post Office in Chicago and featured nearly 
40 leading figures from the legal, judicial, political, media 
and academic worlds. The program was the brainchild of 
2021 IATL President and NJC Board of Visitors Co-Chair 
Roman Silberfeld, partner and national trial chair of Robins 
Kaplan.

First time presenting the AJEI Summit
The College and the ABA Judicial Division presented the 
Appellate Judges Education Institute’s annual Summit for 
the first time since the NJC became the home to AJEI in 
2020.

“The National Judicial College seminars continue to be the gold standard for educational 
opportunities for the judiciary.”
     — Common Pleas Court Judge Scott N. Barrett, Kenton, Ohio. He was a participant in Decision Making.

Clockwise  
from top 
left: Barry 
Scheck, Gloria 
J. Browne-
Marshall, 
and from the 
“Canons of 
Construction” 
panel Kirsten 
Castañeda, 
Eric J. Segall 
and Hon. 
Steve Leben 
(Ret.)
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More than 300 judges and appellate-practice attorneys 
from around the country registered for the program, which 
took place from Nov. 11 –14 at the Hyatt Regency in Aus-
tin, Texas. The previous year’s Summit was canceled because 
of Covid. 

The 75 panelists at the Summit included Barry Scheck, 
co-founder of the Innocence Project, who talked about 
preventing wrongful convictions; Erwin Chemerinsky, dean 
of the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law, 
who reviewed recent and upcoming U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions; and Marsha Ternus, former chief justice of the 
Iowa Supreme Court, who participated in a panel on mak-
ing courageous decisions from the bench. 

Payant Award to  
a tribal judge for 
the first time 
National Tribal Judicial 
Center Director Jan 
Morris presented the 
2021 Payant Award for 
Teaching Excellence to Hon. Ramona Tsosie, a member of 
the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe in Needles, California. 

Since joining the faculty in 1999, Judge Tsosie has 
taught more than 30 times. She became the first tribal judge 
to receive the Payant Award, the College’s highest teaching 
honor. 

Two new Trustees 
The Board welcomed 
two new trustees: Susan 
Briggs (far left), a partner 
at Dickie, McCamey & 
Chilcote, P.C.; and Kellye 

Testy, president and chief executive officer of the Law School 
Admission Council.

Another Judicial Academy 
graduate takes the bench 
In 2021 a sixth person made it to the 
bench from the 2019 inaugural class of 
the NJC’s Judicial Academy for attorneys 
who aspire to become judges. 

Rania Rampersad was appointed to 
the East Division District Court bench 
in King County, Washington. The Academy returned in 
2021 after a year off because of the pandemic.  

President Aldana explains about attacks on 
judicial independence
A special issue of the ABA Judicial Division’s Judges’ Journal 
magazine about “Judging in a Politicized America” included 
a lengthy piece by President Aldana.

The article, “Taking Fire from Many Directions: The 
Threats to Judicial Independence Are Myriad and Multiply-
ing,” catalogued many judges’ concerns about their ability to 
carry out their responsibilities free from outside influences, 
especially political pressure. President Aldana also offered 
advice on how to defend the integrity the justice system.

O’Connor Award will honor 
a judge for extraordinary 
service and commitment
The College established its highest hon-
or, the Sandra Day O’Connor Award, 
to recognize an active or retired judge 
who has shown extraordinary service 
and commitment to justice. 

The inaugural honoree of the award was Justice  
O’Connor herself.

An alumna and longtime supporter of the NJC, Justice 
O’Connor enrolled in the College’s flagship course for new 
judges, General Jurisdiction, shortly after her election to the 
Superior Court of Maricopa County, Arizona, in 1974. In 
1981, President Reagan nominated her to become the first 
female member of the U.S. Supreme Court. She took office 
the same year. 

Justice O’Connor retired in 2006 and in 2018 an-
nounced her retirement from public life after disclosing  
that she had been diagnosed with the early stages of  
Alzheimer’s-like dementia. 

Arizona Supreme Court Vice 
Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer 
(right) accepted the award on Justice 
O’Connor’s behalf at the annual 
Summit of the Appellate Judges  
Education Institute, which took 
place in November in Austin, Texas.

More information on the award 
and the nomination process can be 
found on the College’s website, Judges.org, along with a 
video about Justice O’Connor’s life and career.

Recognizing judicial heroes and legends
Responding to a suggestion by Trustee Edward Blumberg, 
the College began regularly profiling Judicial Heroes & 
Legends on its website, Judges.org.

Judges spotlighted during 2021 included Henry Frye, 
the first African-American member of the North Caroli-
na Supreme Court; William Richardson, chief justice of 
Hawaii’s Supreme Court from 1966 to 1982; and Abby 
Abinanti, chief judge of California’s Yurok tribe since 2007. 
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Judge Abinanti was also one of two tribal judges featured in 
the documentary “Tribal Justice.”

Deaths in the NJC family
Among the many friends the College lost in 2021 were 
much-loved faculty member Carl Liggio, below left, who 
co-created the Financial Statements in the Courtroom course in 
1990 and anchored the course’s presentation for the next 29 
years; former Colorado Supreme Court Justice Greg Hobbs, 
below right, one of the founders of the College’s water law 
program, Dividing the Waters; and influential Washington, 
D.C., attorney and NJC Trustee Pam Bresnahan.

Appreciations of each can be found at Judges.org.

Private Facebook group for judges created
The College launched a new private group for judges on 
Facebook called In Chambers.

With membership restricted to judges and retired judges, 
the group is intended to provide a private space online where 
judges can meet informally, compare notes, and share infor-
mation and experiences. By year’s end more than 300 judges 
had been admitted. 

Recognized for LGBTQ+ support
The International Association of LGBTQ+ Judges award-
ed the College its 2021 Distinguished Service Award in 
recognition and appreciation of the NJC’s support of the 
association, contributions to the association’s Judicial Edu-
cation Institute, and assistance in raising the profile of the 
association within the legal community. 

Joseph Sawyer, NJC director of online learning and 
faculty development, and faculty members Phyllis Kotey and 
Todd Brower taught in the association’s Judicial Institute in 
2021.

Separately, Washington Supreme Court Justice Helen 
Whitener, an NJC alumna, received the Stonewall Award from 
the ABA Commission on Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity during the ABA Midyear Meeting in Seattle. Justice 
Whitener is the first Black woman to serve on the Washington 

Supreme Court, the fourth immigrant-born justice and the first 
Black LGBT judge in the state of Washington.

Spreading understanding about artificial 
intelligence and the law
The College co-hosted, online, the third Athens Roundtable 
on Artificial Intelligence and the Rule of Law. The annual 
conference draws judges, lawyers, corporate executives and 
policymakers from all over the world. 

In early 2022 the NJC’s Judges.org website served as 
a portal to a self-study Massive Open Online Course or 
MOOC on AI and the Rule of Law. More than 4,000 people 
around the world registered for the course, which was made 
available in seven languages. 

The College also co-hosted 
a live question-and-answer 
session on “Digitizing the 
Justice System” along with the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in coopera-
tion with The Future Society and CETIC.br.

College welcomes Distinguished Fellow and 
Judge-in-Residence
Lawyer and law professor Keith R. Fisher, a nationally known 
expert on business and commercial courts and legal and 
judicial ethics, joined the College as its first Distinguished 
Fellow. The position is funded, in part, by the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration. One of his initial projects was 
to establish a series of judicial ethics trainings. 

The College appointed longtime NJC faculty member and 
retired Indiana Superior Court Judge Earl Penrod as a Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety Administration Judge-in-Residence. 
In his new role he will conduct research, serve as faculty, and 
design and update curricula related to drug-impaired driving.

“The NJC is leading the way to preparing the judiciary for transformational changes.”
   — District Court Judge Manuel I. Arrieta, Las Cruces, New Mexico. He was a participant in Judicial Leaders in Climate Science.

The College’s Judicial Heroes & Legends profiles have become 
a regular feature at Judges.org.



6 ANNUAL REPORT TO STAKEHOLDERS, 2021

During the 
pandemic, judges 
and staff of the 
Salt Lake City 
Justice Court 
took to kayaks 
and canoes to 
visit a homeless 
encampment 
along a river and 
help clear up 
legal issues.
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Clemens Landau isn’t wearing his black 
robe. He’s in plain clothes as he hops 
out of his kayak at a homeless encamp-
ment along the Jordan River in Salt 

Lake City. Along with a social worker and bailiff, 
they walk from tent to tent offering to absolve 
bench warrants if defendants are willing to talk. 

Some of the people seem wary, but others 
are relieved to have a way to attend court during 
the pandemic. Resolving warrants allows them to 
reapply for government benefits like the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and 
housing assistance. For others, seeing a judge 
in their midst just paints a better picture of the 
justice system.

“Part of the assignment is to kind of shift-
change hearts and minds about what we’re there 
to do,” says Landau, presiding judge of the Salt 
Lake City Justice Court. “The more we do these, 
the more people understand that we are not just 
a source of jail time and unpayable fines.” 

Salt Lake City Justice Court Judge Jeanne Ro-
bison helped initiate the Kayak Court idea along-
side one of the court’s social workers after Judge 
Robison took the NJC’s When Justice Fails course. 
The course looks at periods in history, such as 
during the Holocaust, when injustices prevailed. 

In 2021 Judge Landau expanded on the idea 
when he took the College’s workshop-style  
Leadership for Judges course on developing  
innovative ideas. The course has been supported 

by the William Randolph Hearst Foundation.
It’s just one of the innovations tried by the 

Justice Court. During the pandemic, the court also 
outfitted a van for mobile proceedings and hosted 
hearings online. Because patrons of the court are 
diverse, options were needed for people lacking 
internet access and phones.

Judge Landau explains that implementing new 
strategies has meant working more closely with 
other agencies. It’s also meant confronting what 
leads people to his courtroom, such as mental 
health issues and housing instability. 

While those precursors don’t necessarily fall 
under the court’s purview, offering a warm hand-
off to medical providers, social workers and sub-
stance-abuse counselors can help avoid recurring 
court appearances, he says. 

“It’s pretty easy to … stay in a two-dimensional 
place and just say, ‘Look, these are the charges, 

Swapping his gavel for a paddle
there must be consequences, I’m not interested in 
the backstory,’” he says. “It gets messier when you 
try to go into more dimensions about, ‘OK, why is 
this person stuck in this cycle?’”

Though the outreach efforts necessitated by 
the pandemic required more work, he isn’t keen 
to throw them away. Public service is better when 

defendants don’t have to take full days off from 
work or pay for parking and childcare.  

“There’s a lot of great stuff that we’ve done 
over the past two years … and (we’re going to) 
fight like hell to make sure we keep the good 
stuff.”

In Leadership for Judges, he says, he learned 
that leadership isn’t one-size-fits-all   —  you can 
play to your strengths. 

For some, leadership involves gregariousness 
and gravitas, for others it’s not being afraid to pick 
up the paddle and row.

         

‘The more we do these, the more people 
understand that we are not just a source of 
jail time and unpayable fines.’

—Clemens Landau, presiding judge of the 
Salt Lake City Justice Court
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MOHAWK TRIBE

Offenders accepted into Healing to Wellness Court begin a 
four-phase program that includes help getting clean and 
recognizing the stressors that led them to drugs and alcohol.

A sweat lodge in Akwesasne.  
Photo by Raun Mitchell, Seven Dancers Coalition.
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They’re problems common to many 
isolated people living along the United 
States-Canada border: drug smuggling, 
access to illegal drugs, substance abuse, 

addiction. 
About 16,000 enrolled members of the Saint 

Regis Mohawk Tribe live in this heavily forested 
area of northeastern New York state that the 
Mohawk call Akwesasne (pronounced ACK-weh-
SASS-nee). Until the last 
decade, the tribe had few 
resources to help mem-
bers who came into its 
justice system with drug 
problems. But in 2010 the 
tribe launched its Healing 
to Wellness Court. 

The therapeutic court is designed to serve 
offenders 16 and older who commit nonviolent 
crimes while under the influence of drugs or alco-
hol or who have been convicted of drug posses-
sion or trafficking. 

During the court’s existence, 36 offenders have 
been accepted into the program, says the tribe’s 
chief judge, National Judicial College alumna and 
faculty member Carrie Garrow. Of those who have 
been accepted since she took the bench in 2016, 
half have graduated, she says, and there has been 
no recidivism. 

Overall, there have been 36 participants since 
the program’s inception. Slightly more than a third 
have graduated with zero recidivism by graduates. 

Judge Garrow, who is also president of the Na-
tional American Indian Court Judges Association, 
says the program works like this:

 Offenders accepted into Healing to Wellness 
Court begin a four-phase program that includes 
help getting clean and recognizing the stressors 
that led them to drugs and alcohol. 

Court coordinator Micaelee Horn, who helped 
start the program, is in charge of monitoring man-
datory activities. These include regular drug testing, 
attendance at Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings, and community service.

Instead of AA or NA, an offender may also opt 
for tribal cultural traditions like participating in 
an outdoor sweat lodge. In these ceremonies, a 
traditional healer uses sacred fire, water and native 
medicines to heal a damaged spirit. There are also 
talking circles and singing. 

The talking circles are hosted by The Seven 
Dancers Coalition, a group consisting of the  
Mohawk and the five other nations in the Iroquois 
Confederacy. The name comes from a Mohawk  
legend about a group of seven children who 
camped on Lake Ontario in the winter. During a  
ceremony, they dance to the beat of a leader’s  
water drum.

A tribal court seeks to understand addictions and 
heal the brain and spirit

“(The participants) talk about the impact of 
aspects of their culture   — what it means to be  
Mohawk,” Judge Garrow says. “My experience  
is that it helps participants reconnect to their 
community and feel they belong.”

She says the tribe’s judiciary is continuing 
research into how childhood trauma affects 
behavior into adulthood. Studies by the Centers 
for Disease Control show that toxic stress from 
Adverse Childhood Experiences can harm chil-
dren’s brain development, immune systems, and 
stress-response systems. She says such insights 
have helped her and her staff understand people 
dealing with addictions who come into their court.

“We may not know what has happened to 
them, but instead of asking ‘What’s wrong with 
you?’ we try to be more trauma-informed.”   
The NJC receives support from SAMSHA through 
the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry to 
teach judges about the science and treatment of 
addiction.

‘(The participants) talk 
about the impact of 
aspects of their culture 
– what it means to be 
Mohawk.’
— Judge Carrie Garrow,  

  National Judicial College     
  alumna and faculty member
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“If they have 
bought-in 
to making 
a change 
in their 
life, we’re 
the place 
that offers 
them an 
opportunity 
to do it.”   

 —J.L. Brewer, director of 
the Jackson Jennings 
Community Corrections 
and Drug Courts 
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The woman was in her early 20s and using 
opiates. She had fallen in with a bad 
crowd of people who were also addicted 
to drugs. Some were likely members of a 

gang.  
She was eventually arrested and charged with 

possession of methamphetamines, a Level 6 fel-
ony, along with misdemeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Fortunately for her, those were her first arrests 
as an adult, and her juvenile record was clean. 

Even more fortunately, the county where she 
was arrested, rural Jackson County in Indiana, 
about halfway between Indianapolis and Ken-
tucky, had a drug court program aimed at helping 
offenders like her end the cycle of addiction and 
committing crimes to support the habit.   

In June 2021, the community gained another 
resource when Jackson and neighboring Jennings 
County opened the Jackson Jennings Community 
Corrections Work Release Facility. 

A key proponent in getting it built was NJC 
alumnus Richard W. Poynter, presiding judge of 
the Jackson County Circuit Court. 

One of the main purposes of the facility, he 
says, is to help offenders from dysfunctional fam-
ilies and backgrounds establish some stability in 
their lives.  

“I felt like we were failing,” says Judge Poynter, 
who was a prosecutor for 13 years before taking 

the bench 10 years ago. “We weren’t reaching 
a group of people who needed to be reached. 
Putting people in jail is not solving their problems. 
The key is to get them to change their behavior.”

Only nonviolent offenders are allowed to live 
in the work-release facility, which with a capacity 
of 150 is one of Indiana’s largest. The residents’ 
schedules are tightly structured. That includes 
being allowed out for 12 to 14 hours a day to work 
at local factories, warehouses, restaurants and 
other employers. That’s the release aspect of the 
program. 

Residents earn the prevailing local wages, 
which are around $15 to $22 an hour, according 
to J.L. Brewer, director of the Jackson Jennings 
Community Corrections and Drug Courts.  

An offender with a typical three-year felony 
sentence must complete 180 days in the facility 
— longer if they break the rules, including failing a 
drug test. They can then graduate to home con-
finement with an ankle bracelet monitor.  

Brewer said about 99 percent of people in the 
criminal justice system are there because of some-
thing to do with drugs. The work-release facility 
not only tests continually but has in-house mental 
health and addiction therapists. 

“If they have bought-in to making a change 
in their life, we’re the place that offers them an 
opportunity to do it,” he says. 

Brewer says local officials agreed to build the 

facility because the jails were full and they didn’t 
want to pay to build more. Unlike at a jail, resi-
dents pay $20 a day in rent to stay at the work-re-
lease facility. They must also pay for their own 
food, toiletries, even the drug tests, which run $60 
a month. 

As the facility approached its one-year anniver-
sary, it was too early to say conclusively if it had 
helped reduce recidivism. But there were success 
stories. The young woman with the opioid addic-
tion was one. 

Early on during her time in the facility, she 
contracted Covid-19 and had to be quarantined in 
a hotel. During her first night away, she relapsed. 
But she has been clean ever since, Drug Court Co-
ordinator and Case Manager Michelle “Missy” Cox 
said in May 2022. 

Now in her own apartment and with her own 
car, the woman was continuing to work as a quali-
ty-assurance specialist at a local auto parts factory 
while studying to earn a GED. 

Building a facility for change instead of just 
another jail

         

‘Putting people in jail is not 
solving their problems. The key 
is to get them to change their 
behavior.’

—Judge Richard Poynter

Facing page: Jackson County (Indiana) Circuit Court Presiding Judge Richard Poynter (left) 
and Jackson Jennings Community Corrections and Drug Courts Director J.L. Brewer
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‘I’ve taken so many courses 
from the NJC that really 
pushed me and helped me 
gain skills and knowledge  
of the court system.’

—Chuuk State (Micronesia) Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Kerio Walliby
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In 2021, the schedule for the College’s popular 
Leadership for Judges course, which was being 
held online because of the pandemic, called for 
class to begin each day at 8 a.m. Pacific, 9 a.m. 

Mountain, 10 a.m. Central, 11 a.m. Eastern and 1 a.m. 
“Chuuk.”

Chuuk is one of the four states of the Federat-
ed States of Micronesia, a country composed of 
more than 600 islands in the western Pacific. The 
middle-of-the-night start time in Chuuk mattered 
to just one course participant: Kerio Walliby, an as-
sociate justice of the Chuuk State Supreme Court.

NJC courses often attract judges from other 
counties, and the College has long taught courses 
abroad. But few NJC alumni have come from as 
far away as Justice Walliby. 

It is nearly 5,800 miles, as the albatross flies, 
from Justice Walliby’s home island of Weno to the 
NJC’s headquarters in Reno, Nevada. He has now 
attended seven NJC courses, though only two of 
them in person: General Jurisdiction and Fourth 
Amendment: Comprehensive Search & Seizure. 

Justice Walliby is also unusual among NJC 
alumni in that he has no law degree. But that’s 
not unusual among Micronesian judges or even 
justices of the Supreme Court, he said. 

The governor of Chuuk State appointed him to 
the court in 2016 after he had served for about a 

year and a half as a correction officer in the De-
partment of Public Safety. Before that he spent 
about 17 years as state justice ombudsman for 
the country’s national Supreme Court, he said. 
He also served 14 years as program administra-
tor for substance abuse and mental health in 
Micronesia’s Department of Health and Social 
Affairs. 

Leadership for Judges teaches judges how 
to develop projects to improve their courts. In 
Justice Walliby’s case, he wanted to take what 
he had learned from the NJC and teach it to 
the 42 municipal judges of Chuuk State. Chuuk 
is Micronesia’s most populous state with about 
50,000 inhabitants of islands in less than a 
50-square-mile radius. 

Justice Walliby said municipal judges are 
appointed by mayors. 

“It doesn’t matter who they pick. They don’t 
have any background” in the law or courts, he 
said.

The judges handle minor criminal matters 
such as assault, theft, property damage, and 
failure to have a license or pay taxes for a store, 
he said.  

He wanted to teach the municipal judges 
the basics of criminal and civil procedures, the 
rules of evidence, how to write court orders, and 

more. That involved translating materials into vari-
ous local languages. Nineteen judges participated 
in his first training, held in early 2022, and he said 
he hopes to do more as funding allows.

“I’ve taken so many courses from the NJC that 
really pushed me and helped me gain skills and 
knowledge of the court system,” he said. 

His goal is to continue learning and spread the 
knowledge. 

A voyage to judicial education in the western Pacific

 Justice Kerio Walliby 
wanted to take what he 
had learned from the 
NJC and teach it to the 
42 non-law-schooled 
municipal judges on the 
islands of Micronesia’s 
Chuuk State.

Facing page, clockwise from lower left: departing Chuuk Lagoon for judicial training on an outer island, Losap Municipality; 
receiving completion certificates; Justice Walliby (blue shirt) with the chief judge of Losap.  
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2021 DONORS
The College acknowledges 
the following alumni, faculty 
and friends for their gener-
ous contributions received 
during 2021. 

PEDIMENTS 
($100,000+)
Environmental Law Institute
State of Nevada
William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation

CORNERSTONES 
($50,000-$99,999) 
International Academy of 

Trial Lawyers Foundation
Nevada Office of Traffic 

Safety

FREEDOM CIRCLE 
($25,000-$49,999) 
DR Bridge of Hope
E.L. Cord Foundation
John Holcomb, Esq. 
The Kaul Foundation
Nevada Office of the  

Attorney General
NV Energy Foundation
Thomson Reuters 
Wilbur May Foundation

LIBERTY CIRCLE 
($15,000-$24,999) 
Robert Z. Hawkins  

Foundation

JUSTICE CIRCLE 
($10,000-$14,999) 
Justice Bobbe Bridge (Ret.)
Jonathan Bridge, Esq. 
Samuel and Lexy Lionel
Nevada GOED Pandemic 

Emergency Technical 
Support

Helen Roberti Charitable 
Trust

Joan Robinson

The Clinton H. and Wilma T. 
Shattuck Charitable Trust

South Carolina Bar  
Foundation

HONOR CIRCLE 
($5,000-$9,999) 
Mary E. Alexander, Esq.
American Board of Trial 

Advocates
Edward Blumberg, Esq. 
Commonfund Asset Man-

agement Company
Alan R. Brayton, Esq.
Elizabeth J. Cabraser, Esq.
Doris Cheng, Esq.
Deutsch, Blumberg &  

Caballero, P.A.
Augusta S. Dowd, Esq.
A. Clifford Edwards, Esq.
Ann Thornton Field, Esq.
Rew Goodenow, Esq.
Hon. Sophia H. Hall
Dale Raggio
Robins Kaplan LLP
Roman M. Silberfeld, Esq.
Jason Wilson, Esq. 
Willenken LLP

DIAMOND GAVEL  
CIRCLE ($2,500-
$4,999) 
American Board of Trial  

Advocates, Tampa Chapter
Hon. Mary-Margaret  

Anderson (Ret.)
Lydia I. Beebe
Hon. Janet and Dr. David J. 

Berry
Hon. Toni T. Boone (Ret.)
Mark Bruce, Esq.
Hon. Andre M. Davis (Ret.)
Department of the Treasury
Randall Ebner, Esq.
EQT Foundation
Kathleen H. Hatfield, Esq.
Prof. Ronald R. Hofer

Robert “Rob” Hunter, Esq.
Justice Speakers Institute 

LLC
Nevada Humanities
Parsons Behle & Latimer
Darcee S. Siegel, Esq.
Craig Sutherland
Mark G. Tratos, Esq.

PLATINUM GAVEL  
CIRCLE ($1,000-$2,499) 
Banker Lopez Gassler PA
Norma Barnes-Euresti, Esq.
James Bartimus, Esq.
Marybel Batjer
Douglas R. Beam, Esq.
Hon. Stephen K. Benjamin
Peter Bennett, Esq.
Hon. Margarita Solano  

Bernal (Ret.)
Kenneth Bolen
Hon. Kimberly Carlton 

Bonner
Jennifer “Ginger” Busby, 

Esq.
Bush Ross, P.A.
Cynthia Diggs, Esq.
Hon. Robert H. Edmunds, Jr. 

(Ret.)
Patrick Flanagan, Sr.
Martin Garcia
Hon. W. Michael Gillette 

(Ret.) 
Carolyn Hamilton
Hon. Leslie A. Hayashi (Ret.)
Kim Dean Hogrefe, Esq.
Timothy Lukas, Esq.
Hon. Robert E. McBeth 

(Ret.)
Mark and Mindy McLaughlin, 

Esq.
The National Conference of 

Bar Presidents
Carl Naumann
Peter J. Neeson, Esq.
Peter Chase Neumann, Esq.
Hon. Rory R. Olsen (Ret.)

Hon. Reba Ann Page
Robert L. Parks, Esq.
Virginia H. Payant
Dr. James T. Richardson
Wayne Ritchie II, Esq.
Hon. James D. Rogers (Ret.)
Philip G. Satre, Esq.
Hon. Chad C. Schmucker 

(Ret.)
Chris Schulte, Esq.
Ann Silver, Esq.
Pinky Suratos
Matt Sweeney, Esq.
Hon. John Thorson
Angelina Tsu, Esq. 
Hon. J. Scott Vowell (Ret.)
Pauline Weaver, Esq.

CRYSTAL GAVEL  
CIRCLE ($500-$999) 
Hon. Benes Z. Aldana (Ret.)
David Alpizar, Esq.
Hon. Marcine S. Anderson
Wesley Bizzell, Esq.
Hon. James G. Blanchard, Jr.
William J. Brunson, Esq.
Robert Carlson, Esq.
Hon. Megan Christopher
Hon. Melissa G. Crowell
Dr. Devin Datta
Hon. Herbert B. Dixon, Jr.
Hon. William Dressel (Ret.) 
Hon. David M. Gersten (Ret.)
Geoffrey Golub, Esq. 
Hon. Gilbert V. Indeglia 

(Ret.)
Khaled Jarrah
Lou La Cava, Esq. 
Hon. Allene H. Lindstrom
Joy Lyngar, Esq.
Ann Morgan, Esq.
Hon. Earl G. Penrod (Ret.)
Hon. Mark B. Reddin
Dr. Kenneth Robinson
Hon. W. Terry Ruckriegle

Hon. Daniel Sleet
Hon. David R. Sweat (Ret.)
Thanh Tran, Esq.
Henry Valenzuela, Esq.
Hon. Edward T. Wahl

GOLD GAVEL CIRCLE 
($250-$499) 
Hon. Valerie Ali
Hon. George H. Allen (Ret.)
American Bar Association
Hon. Mark D. Atkinson
Hon. Patrick B. Augustine
Hon. Neil E. Axel
Hon. Carrie Bland
Hon. G. Paul Bollwerk III
Alf Brandt
Hon. Walter J. Brudzinski
Hon. Thomas M. Bultman
Mary Burdick
Hon. Ben Burgess (Ret.)
Dr. Joyce Burkholder
Stephen Charpentier, Esq.
Ed Cohen
Hon. Robert S. Cohen
Hon. Randall Davis
Hon. Michael J. Devine
Hon. Thomas S. Durkin
Hon. Amy Eddy
Hon. Teri L. Feasel
Keith Fisher, Esq.
Kerry Flanagan
Hon. Tara Mary Anne  

Flanagan
Hon. Susan L. Formaker
Hon. Idee C. Fox
Hon. Denise Francois
Robert Gabrielli
Hon. Michael Goodbee
Hon. Gary A. Graber
Hon. Brendette Brown Green
Hon. Karl B. Grube
Prof. Jennifer Harder, Esq.
Hon. George Hardesty

Hon. Kristi L. Harrington 
(Ret.)

Hon. Calvin D. Hawkins
Hon. Donald Hopwood
Keith and Tamasine Houston
Hon. James Joven
Hon. Vincent Louis Knight
Hon. Thomas Lanphear
Hon. Elizabeth Lee
Hon. Lorraine Lee
Laurie Rose Lubiano, Esq.
Hon. Susan Macey
Hon. Jane Pyron Manning
Hon. James G. Martin III
Hon. Melanie S. Matsui
Charles Matthews, Jr., Esq.
John McLaughlin, Esq.
Kevin McLaughlin, Esq.
Hon. Melvin M. Menegat
Hon. Melvin Oden-Orr
Hon. Steven D. Olmstead
Hon. Teresa P. Rankin (Ret.)
Hon. James M. Redwine 

(Ret.)
Susan Robinson
Hon. Robert E. Rose (Ret.)
Hon. Reginald J. Routson
Hon. David W. Sakamoto
Hon. Jennifer Schultz
Karim Sidibe, Esq.
Marjorie G. Smith
Hon. Steve L. Smith
Hon. Roxanne Song Ong
Hon. James O. Spence
Hon. Elizabeth A. Starrs
John Tarantino, Esq.
Maria Nina Tirona
Hon. Gisela Triana
Konstantina Vagenas, Esq.
Hon. Linda Billings Vela
Hon. Reggie B. Walton
Timothy Warden
Stephen Wickersham, Esq.
Dr. Gordon I. Zimmerman

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  N AT I O N A L  J U D I C I A L  C O L L E G E
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SILVER GAVEL CIRCLE 
($125-$249) 
Hon. Veronica Alicea-Galvan
Hon. Robin Allen
Hon. Efrain Alvarado
AmazonSmile
Hon. Joe E. Basenberg
Hon. James M. Batzer (Ret.)
Hon. Gail Bohr
Hon. Christopher Bowen
Hon. H. Harrison Braxton, Jr. 

(Ret.)
Hon. Yvette Bryant
Hon. John Capuzzi, Sr.
Hon. Emily Chafa
Hon. J. Michelle Childs
Hon. Jess B. Clanton, Jr. 

(Ret.)
Hon. Toni E. Clarke (Ret.)
Howard Conyers, Esq.
Karen Matcke Crosby, Esq.
Hon. Charles Cunningham, 

Jr.
Hon. Gary W. Davis
Hon. Michael L. Douglas 

(Ret.)
Hon. Judy Draper
Hon. Gwenlynn W. Dsouza
Carmen Dunbar, Esq.
Trizia Eavenson, Esq.
Hon. Andrew Effron
Hon. Sherrill Ellsworth (Ret.)
Hon. Peter M. Evans (Ret.)
Victor Farah, Esq.
Hon. Kevin L. Fitzwater
Hon. Bruce Fox
Hon. Andrew J. Gleeson
Hon. Melissa Goodwin
Hon. Charles R. Greenacre 

(Ret.)
Patrick Grimes
Hon. Margaret R. Guzman
Hon. Andrew J. Hairston 

(Ret.)
Hon. Robert C. Halbritter

Hon. Kirstin Hamman
Hon. John J. Haney
Dr. Paul A. Hanle
Hon. Gregory Holiday
Hon. John N. Hudson
Hon. Perry Oliver Johnson IV
Hon. Lawrence Kenworthy
Rick Knuth, Esq.
Paul Lamboley, Esq.
Hon. Lunsford Long (Ret.)
Dr. Barry Mahoney
Hon. J. Matthew Martin
Lisa Mezzetti, Esq.
Karen Morris, Esq.
Hon. David Nelmark
Hon. Gloria O’Malley
Colonel Tara A. Osborn, 

(Ret.)
Michael A. Pope, Esq.
Hon. Dorothy Proudfoot
Hon. Mark E. Recktenwald
Hon. Elisabeth S.  

Reynoldson
Hon. Ronald Boyd Robie
Hon. Frederic B. Rodgers
Hon. Kristin L. Rosi
Patricia Ruffolo
Sharon Sakamoto, Esq. 
Neal R. Sonnett, Esq.
Hon. James L. Spoo
Hon. Robert J. Torres, Jr.
Peter Van Zandt, Esq.
Hon. Julia B. Weatherly
William K. Weisenberg, Esq.
Hon. Jay Wethington
Hon. Christopher T. Whitten
Melissa Williamson
Nancy Neal Yeend

BRONZE GAVEL CIRCLE 
(UP TO $124) 
Hon. Eric Aarseth
Charisse Abbie
Prof. Ugur Abdulla

Kelley Adams
Marcelle Adkins
Hon. Rachel Ahrens
Hon. Sue Alexander (Ret.)
Mohsen Alhaddad
Hon. Lesley Allan (Ret.)
Hon. Jacqueline F. Allen
Raed Alshaibi
Jeffrey Carter Andersen, 

Esq.
Hon. David A. Anderson
Hon. S. Thomas Anderson
Hon. Melissa Anderson- 

Seeber
Hon. Steven Andreasen
Hon. John M. Antosz
Hon. Sandra Arquette
Ken Babington
Kathryn Baker
Mohan Balagopalan
Dr. Gobivenkata Balaji
Hon. Hernaldo J. Baltodano
Hon. Robert E. Beach
Chris Beeman, Esq.
Hon. Curtis Bell
Hon. Jason Besler
Hon. Carter O. Bise
Hon. Wesley Bogdan
Dr. Dan W. Bolton III, Esq., 

D.O. 
Dr. Victor Boodhoo
Hon. William L. Boulden
Brynn Brito, Esq.
Sheena Britschgi
Hon. David I. Brochstein 

(Ret.)
Hon. Steven Bromberg
Hon. Pamila J. Brown
Hon. Brett Buckley
Hon. Bonnie Bulla
Hon. Paul M. Burch
LeAnne Burnett, Esq.
Hon. Leon Burns, Jr.
Hon. Janet R. Burnside

Hon. Ann M. Butchart
Hon. Andrew Butler
Michael Cadore
Patricia D. Cafferata, Esq.
Hon. Kellie Campbell
Hon. Louis K. Campbell
Hon. William C. Carpenter, 

Jr.
Hon. William H. Carver
Hon. Floyd Chapman
Hon. Judge Robert L. 

Childers (Ret.)
Hon. Michael J. Chmiel
Ryan Cicoski, Esq.
Hon. Theresa Cisneros
Hon. Denis Cohen
Hon. Edward D. Cohen
Hon. Frederick C. Cohen 

(Ret.)
Hon. Robert T. S. Colby 

(Ret.)
Annie Cole
Hon. William S. Colwell
Hon. Thomas A. Connors
Hon. Gregory Corpening
Tom Cottingham, Esq.
Hon. Daniel J. Crothers
Matthew Crouch, Esq.
Hon. Deborah Culler
Harriet E. Cummings, Esq.
Hon. Duane E. Daugherty
Hon. Amy M. Davenport 

(Ret.)
Hon. Tom De Santos
Sue DeFuentes
Hon. Michael A. Diamond
Prof. Shari Diamond
Hon. Beth Dixon
Hon. Sandra Donaghy
Hon. Matthew Donohue
Prof. Holly Doremus, Esq.
Hon. Michael R. Douchette
Hon. Raymond G. Dougan
Hon. Rodger Drew

Hon. David J. Dreyer (Ret.)
Hon. Paul Dunkelman
Hon. James Durant
Chrystn Eads, Esq.
Hon. Kelly Easton
Sam Edwards, Esq.
Greg Eisenmenger, Esq.
Hon. Kurt Eisgruber
Philippa Ellis, Esq.
Hon. Joycelyn Y. Elmore
Hon. John H. England, Jr. 

(Ret.)
Hon. Charles Ervin
Hon. Peter Estrada
Hon. Maria Evangelista
Hon. Joseph J. Farah
Hon. Thomas Felts
Hon. David Fenster
Elizabeth Fielder, Esq.
Hon. Kyle B. Fields
Hon. Elizabeth Figueroa

DONATIONS
$1,096 
Average Gift999

Gifts 

$1,095,273
Raised

$510,000
Paycheck Protection  

Program Loan

Includes
 $227,000

State of Nevada 

 $123,290
Nevada State  

Agencies 

SCHOLARSHIPS

1,131 
Scholarships Awarded

$509,724 
Amount Awarded

“The Enhancing Judicial Bench Skills course was a very well organized and structured activity that allowed me 
to gain skills and techniques so that I will be able to apply them immediately. This course will make me a better 
judge for the citizens in my jurisdiction.”
            — Judge Gregory A. Adams, Superior Court, Decatur, Georgia

Hon. Jane D. Fishman (Ret.)
Rick Fleming
Hon. Roger L. Forando
Hon. Denise Fortune
Hon. Thomas C. Fuller
Hon. John E. Galt
Rocco Garro
Hon. Jennifer Gee (Ret.)
Jonathan Gegaj
Hon. Todd George
Hon. Vito P. Geroulo
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Theodore O. Gest
Dave Gillespie
Hon. Marilyn Go
Hon. Douglas W. Golden
Hon. Cheryl Gonzales
Matthew L. Goodman, Esq.
David Gorewitz, Esq.
Dennis A. Gorman
Hon. Kenneth L. Govendo
Hon. Ernestine S. Gray (Ret.)
Hon. Donovan Greening 

(Ret.)
Dr. Lance Grenevicki
Hon. Gail Grover
Hon. Noma Gurich
Hon. Milas Hale
Hon. Thomas G. Halko (Ret.)
Hon. Geoffrey C. Hall
Janet Hara
Bill Hardman
Col. Rodger Harris (Ret.)
Annalie Harvey
Edward Hasbrook

Hon. Christopher G. Hauser
Hon. J. Mark Hayes II
Hon. Leigh Frizzell Hayes
Hon. Joe L. Hegel (Ret.)
Hon. Donna Henderson
Hon. Vickie Henry
Dr. Heidar Heshmati
Dr. Nima Heshmati
Hon. David Hobdy
Hon. Roxie Holder
Hon. Gayle Holderer
Hon. Ilona M. Holmes (Ret.)
Hon. Christine Hope
Hon. Teresa Hoskins-Hart
Stephen Houser 
Wes Houser
Barbara Howard, Esq.
Hon. James Hudson
Clara and James Jackson
Hon. Susan Jacobs
Hon. Mary Mertens James 

(Ret.)
Hon. Brian Jeffcoat

Hon. Elsa Jones
Hon. Melissa Jones
Hon. Paul D. Julien
Hon. Harold Kahn
Sidney Kanazawa, Esq.
Hon. Franklin M. Kang
Hon. Eileen A. Kato
Hon. David S. Keenan
Hon. Angel Kelley
Hon. Kevin Kelly
Hon. William G. Kelly
Dr. Robert Kennedy
Hon. David M. Kenworthy
Dale Ketcham
Hon. Michael Kilroy
Hon. David Kimberley
Hon. Paul Kirst
Hon. Jack Komar (Ret.)
Eric and Sharon Kopf
Hon. Phyllis Williams Kotey
Annette Kovar, Esq.
Kent Leblanc, Esq.
Dr. Brian Lee
Hon. M. Lauren Lemmon
Hon. Bonnie Leppert (Ret.)
Hon. Thomas R. Lett
Hon. Paul G. Levy (Ret.)
Hon. Pamela Liston
Hon. Anthony Little
Marc Loro, Esq.
Hon. Jack Lu
M & M Trading USA, Inc.
Hon. Nicholas Majett
Giles Malone
Hon. Thomas Patterson 

Maney (Ret.)
Hon. Julian Mann III
Dianne Marshall
Hon. Crystal Wise Martin
Martha L. Martin, Esq.
Hon. Paul J. Mason
Ernest J. Maupin III, Esq.
Hon. Lisa A. Mayne

Hon. Neal McBrayer
Hon. Michael McCoy
Hon. Christopher McFadden
Hon. James H. McGuinness, 

Jr.
Hon. P. B. McLauchlin, Jr.
Hon. Lawrence McLellan
Hon. David E. Melcher
Hon. Peter Michaelson
Hon. Leslie Miller
Yvonne Minus
Hon. Zinora Mitchell-Rankin
Hon. Gregory E Mize (Ret.)
Bob Moletteire, Esq.
Hon. Robert Montgomery
Hon. William F. Morgan 

(Ret.)
Elizabeth Morgan-Beesley
Courtney Morris
Hon. Lynn Mounsey
Dr. Kyle Moyles
Hon. Sekazi Mtingwa
Col. Linda Strite Murnane
Hon. Robert Murray
Hon. Greg K. Nakamura
Hon. Karen Nakasone
Hon. Leslie Newman
Hon. Steven J. Oeth
Hon. Seán O’Hagan
Hon. William D. Old III
Hon. Brian M. O’Leary (Ret.)
P. Dermot O’Neill, CPA
Rep. Marcus Oshiro
Hon. Carl W. Ossmann
Moolchand Pariag
Hon. David Perkins
Hon. Luanne Peterpaul
Hon. Eleanor Peterson
Steven Pflaum, Esq.
Hon. Haskell M. Pitluck (Ret.)
Lynn Portillo
Eugenia Poulos
Hon. Maria Puente-Porras
Dr. Farideh Radfar

Hon. Marc Rasinsky, Sr.
Hon. Allen Reel
Hon. Paul L. Reiber
Hon. Benjamin T. Reyes II
Prof. Robert B. Rocklin
Anthony Romero
Hon. Rick Romney
Hon. Dana A. Rosen
Leonard Ross
Pam Russell
Hon. Miriam Rykken
Hon. Larry Guy Sage (Ret.)
Dr. Alexis Samaniego
Avita Samaroo, Esq.
Hon. Dwight Sanders
Bryan Savy, Esq.
Thomas P. Scarritt, Jr., Esq.
Hon. Barry C. Schneider
Hon. Edward J. Schoenbaum 

(Ret.)
Hon. Jamie Schurhamer
Brooke Sempel, Esq.
Mahesh Shah
Summit Shah
Hon. Thomas Shedden
Irene Shewchuk
Hon. Brock Smith
Jim C. Smith, Esq.
Hon. Mike Smith, Esq.
Hon. Marshall A. Snider
Hon. Ronald E. Spivey
Hon. Robert Lee Steinberg
Hon. Debra Stephens
Susan Straine
Hon. Philip S. Straniere 

(Ret.)
Katy Straub, Esq.
Cydney Strickland, Esq.
Hon. Gloria Sturman
Edward Suchma
Hon. Tim Sulak
Paul Sun, Esq.
Hon. Claire R. Sussman
Hon. James M. Takos

Hon. Angela R. Taylor
Hon. Laura S. Taylor
William Taylor
Hon. Louis Thayer
Hon. Barbara Twine Thomas
Hon. Theresa C. Timlin
Michael Trudell
Hon. Tina Tsinigine
Dr. Ashish Udeshi
Hon. Gita Vahid-Tehrani
Hon. Diana Van De Car
Hon. Brian VanDenzen
Hon. George D. Varoutsos
Hon. Luis Velez
Hon. Melanie Verzwyvelt
Hon. Alma Vildosola
Bryan Walker
Hon. Debra Watlington
Hon. William L. Wellons
Hon. Douglas G. White 

(Ret.)
Hon. H. William White, Jr.
Dr. Jalonne White-Newsome
Hon. Douglas H. Wilkins
Richard Williamson, Esq.
Hon. Mike Willson (Ret.)
Hon. Cindy L. Wilson
Hon. G. Michael Witte (Ret.)
Hon. William H. Wolff, Jr. 

(Ret.)
Hon. Clarence A. Woodall III
Marilyn A. Woollard, Esq.
Sandra S. Yamate, Esq.
Hon. William D. Yarborough
Katheryn Yetter, Esq.
Hon. Thomas A. Zonay

IN HONOR OF 
In Honor of Hon. Benes Z. 

Aldana (Ret.)
 Karen Morris, Esq. 
In Honor of Hon. Bruce T. 

Beesley
Elizabeth Morgan-Beesley

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  N AT I O N A L  J U D I C I A L  C O L L E G E

READING & ROBES™  
SPREADS TO 15 STATES
The College’s Reading & Robes™ civic education 
outreach continued to grow in 2021. By year’s end 
the program had reached a total of more than 2,500 
children in 15 states since its launch in 2019.

Reading & Robes™ features judges, in their robes, 
explaining about their work and reading aloud from 
culturally diverse books with themes of justice, fairness 
and the law. By year’s end a total of 55 judges had 
participated and $114,450 had been raised to support 
the program.

The College thanks the program’s funders: NV 
Energy Foundation, Wilbur May Foundation, William N. 
Pennington Foundation, Nevada Gold Mines, Nevada 
Humanities and the Robert Z. Hawkins Foundation.
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In Honor of Hon. Alli B.  
Majeed (Ret.) 
Ugur Abdulla
Marcelle Adkins 
Hon. Benes Z. Aldana (Ret.)
Mohsen Alhaddad
David Alpizar, Esq. 
Raed Alshaibi 
Ken Babington
Gobivenkata Balaji 
Douglas R. Beam, Esq. 
Dr. Victor Boodhoo
Brynn Brito, Esq. 
Michael Cadore
Stephen Charpentier, Esq. 
Devin Datta 
Trizia Eavenson, Esq. 
Sam Edwards, Esq. 
Greg Eisenmenger, Esq. 
Hon. Teri L. Feasel
Rick Fleming 
Hon. Denise Fortune 
Dave Gillespie 
Geoffrey Golub, Esq. 
David Gorewitz, Esq. 
Lance Grenevicki
Bill Hardman
Edward Hasbrook
Heidar Heshmati
Nima Heshmati
Stephen Houser 
Wes Houser
Keith L. and Tamasine 

Houston
Clara and James Jackson
Khaled Jarrah
Robert Kennedy
Dale Ketcham
Eric and Sharon Kopf
Kent Leblanc, Esq. 
M & M Trading USA, Inc. 
Giles Malone
Rep. Thomas Patterson 

Maney

Yvonne Minus
Bob Moletteire, Esq. 
Courtney Morris 
Kyle Moyles
Moolchand Pariag
Eugenia and Theodore 

Poulos 
Dr. Farideh Radfar
Susan Robinson
Anthony Romero
Leonard Ross 
Alexis Samaniego
Avita Samaroo, Esq. 
Bryan Savy, Esq. 
Mahesh Shah 
Summit Shah 
Mike Smith, Esq. 
Edward Suchma
William Taylor 
Ashish Udeshi 
Melissa Williamson

In Honor of Hon. Daniel 
Sleet
J. Carter Anderson, Esq. 
Banker Lopez Gassler P.A.
Bush Ross, P.A. 
James Evangelista, Esq.
Martin Garcia 
John L. Holcomb, Esq. 
Joseph Isabel
Lou La Cava 
John McLaughlin, Esq. 
Kevin McLaughlin, Esq. 
Mark and Mindy  

McLaughlin, Esq. 
Susan Robinson 
Thomas P. Scarritt, Jr., Esq. 
Chris Schulte, Esq.
Hon. Daniel Sleet 
Henry Valenzuela, Esq. 

In Honor Of Ed Sturges
Hon. Roger L. Forando

IN MEMORY 
OF   
In Memory of Hon. Michael J. 

Barron  
Hon. Jack Komar 

(Ret.)  
In Memory of Hon. Richard 

C. Beesley 
Ann Morgan, Esq.  
Elizabeth Morgan- 

Beesley 
In Memory of Hon. Samuel 

G. DeSimone 
Hon. Jess B. Clanton, Jr. 
Hon. Mark Reddin 

In Memory of Hon. Mary 
Fairhurst 
Sharon Sakamoto  

In Memory of Chief Justice 
Ernest Finney 
Hon. Paul M. Burch 

In Memory of Hon. Michael 
Fondi   
Peter C. Neumann, Esq. 

In Memory of Robert  
Garcia, Esq. 
Hon. Hernaldo J.  

Baltodano 
In Memory of Arthur A. 

Gladstone 
Kenneth J. Bolen  

In Memory of Hon. Paul G. 
and Dorothy Hatfield
Kathleen Helen Hatfield, 

Esq.  
Susan Robinson 

In Memory of Justice Greg 
Hobbs  
Hon. W. Terry  

Ruckriegle  
In Memory of Hon. A.M. 

“Sandy” Keith 
Hon. Gail Bohr 

In Memory of Carl Liggio, 
Esq.   
Lisa Mezzetti, Esq.  

GRANT SUPPORT
In 2021, The National Judicial College held cooperative agreements with the 
U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance. The NJC serves as 
a sub-recipient on U.S. Department of Justice cooperative agreements with 
the University of North Dakota School of Law Tribal Judicial Institute. 

The NJC also serves as a sub-recipient on two U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration cooperative agreements awarded to the American Academy of 
Addiction Psychiatry. These are important collaborations between medical 
professionals and the legal system on the topic of opioids.

The NJC partnered with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration’s Commercial Driver’s License program to provide 
traffic safety education to judges.

The NJC also receives grants from the State Justice Institute, a nonprofit 
organization established by federal law in 1984 to award grants to improve 
the quality of justice in state courts, and to foster innovative, efficient solu-
tions to common issues faced by all courts.

“The NJC is doing an outstanding job in regard to its virtual courses.”
    — Superior Court Judge Calvin D. Hawkins, East Chicago, Illinois. He participated in Marijuana Impaired Driving Cases:  

       What Judges Need to Know, an Online Workshop and Ethics Webinar Series: Use of Contempt Power, among many other courses. 

In Honor of Hon. J. Michelle 
Childs
Hon. Stephen K. Benjamin

In Honor of John L. Holcomb, 
Esq. 

American Board of Trial 
Advocates 

American Board of Trial 
Advocates-Tampa  
Chapter

Wayne Ritchie Family Fund 

Craig Sutherland
In Honor of Hon. Margaret 

Kuroda Masunaga
Susan Straine 

In Honor of Joy Lyngar 
Ed Cohen
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In Memory of Hon. Daniel R. 
Monaco  
Hon. Leigh Frizzell 

Hayes  
In Memory of James Y.  

Robertson 
Marybel Batjer  

In Memory of Gabriel  
Rodgers  
Hon. Frederic B.  

Rodgers  
In Memory of Edward Silver, 

Esq.  
Ann Silver, Esq.  

In Memory of Hon. Don P. 
Smith, Jr. (Ret.) 
Marjorie G. Smith  

In Memory of Justice  
Thomas H. Tongue 
Hon. Allen Reel  

ENDOWMENTS
Hon. Cameron Batjer  

Scholarship Endowment 
Marybel Batjer

Hon. Janet J. Berry  
Endowment 
Charles W. Matthews, Esq. 

Hon. Toni T. Boone  
Endowment Fund
Hon. Toni T. Boone and 

Hon. W. Michael Gillette 
(Ret.) 

Hon. Patrick Flanagan  
International Judicial 
Scholarship Endowment
Patrick and Janice  

Flanagan
Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora 

Scholarship Endowment 
Hon. Neil E. Axel 
Karen Matchke Crosby, 

Esq.
Judicial Studies Graduate 

Degree Scholarship  
Endowment Fund 

Justice Speakers Institute, 
LLC 

James T. Richardson, J.D., 
Ph.D. 

Hon. V. Robert Payant  
Endowment Fund 
Virginia Payant 

Senator William J. Raggio 
Endowment
Dale Raggio 

Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson III 
Scholarship Endowment 
Kim Dean Hogrefe, Esq. 
Joan Robinson 
Hon. G. Michael Witte 

(Ret.) 

ESTABLISHED  
ENDOWMENTS
Hon. Don and Rita Ash 

Scholarship Endowment 
Fund

Barco-Duratz Judicial  
Continuing Education 
Fund  

Hon. Cameron Batjer  
Scholarship Fund

Walter H. Beckham, Jr., Esq. 
Beckham Scholarship

Hon. Janet J. Berry  
Endowment 

Hon. Toni T. Boone  
Endowment Fund

The Bretzlaff Foundation 
Scholarship Fund 

Ben Caramella Judicial 
Scholarship Fund 

Henry Crown Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

William F. Dressel  
Scholarship Fund 

W. Howard Gray and Jeanne 
F. Gray Coombs Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

Hon. Patrick Flanagan  
International Judicial 
Scholarship Fund

Chief Justice William A. 
Grimes Criminal Outline 
Fund

LEGACY GIVING
Here’s how to make a gift that will benefit you now and support the College 
for all time

The National Judicial College has played a key role in educating judges 
since 1963. Through your will, a charitable remainder or life trust, or by nam-
ing the NJC as the beneficiary of your life insurance or IRA, you can help the 
NJC continue to provide judges with the knowledge, skills and abilities vital 
for their role on the bench.

Here are the most popular Planned Giving options:

Trusts, Wills and Bequests  
Leave the NJC a dollar amount 
or a percentage of your estate. 
Reduce your estate tax base by 
the full amount of the gift.

Life Insurance Policies  
Name the NJC as a beneficiary for 
the whole or part of a life insur-
ance policy that is prepaid but is 
no longer needed by your family.

Retirement Plans  
Name the NJC as a beneficiary to 
all or part of your IRA and your 
gift will pass tax free.

Charitable Remainder Trusts 
Place cash or property worth 
$100,000 or more into a trust to 
provide you with income for life 
or a term of years. The remainder 
will be distributed to the NJC.

Charitable Lead Trusts  
Place cash or property in a trust 
that pays a fixed amount to the 
NJC for a term of years. Upon the 
completion of the term, the assets 
transfer to the NJC.

Certificate of Deposit or Other 
Security
If there are judicial causes you 
care about, we can help you have 
a positive impact by making 
a planned gift to support NJC 
course development in a specif-
ic area of the law. Choose from 
Administrative Law, Appellate 
Law, General Jurisdiction, Military, 
Special Court or Tribal.

Scholarships
If you prefer to provide scholar-
ship assistance, with a minimum 
gift of $50,000 you can endow 

a scholarship in your name, the 
name of a loved one, or of a 
colleague.

A scholarship endowment of 
$50,000 will generate proceeds 
to bring new judges to the 
General Jurisdiction course for 
decades to come.

Legacy Council 
The NJC Legacy Council 

is a growing group of judges, 
attorneys and friends who have 
included the NJC in their estate 
plans.

If you have already named 
us as a beneficiary of a planned 
gift, please let us know by filling 
out the “Planned Giving State-
ment of Intent” form available 
at the NJC website, Judges.org 
(Donate > Legacy Giving), so 
we may enroll you as a Legacy 
Council Member

Contact our Advancement 
Department at  
njc-development@judges.org  
for more details.

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  N AT I O N A L  J U D I C I A L  C O L L E G E
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Hon. Sophia Hall Scholarship 
Endowment

William Randolph Hearst 
Endowment 

Hon. Peggy Fulton Hora 
Scholarship Endowment 
Fund 

Judicial Studies Graduate 
Degree Scholarship  
Endowment Fund

W. K. Kellogg Academic 
Enhancement Fund 

The Carolyn Lamm and 
Judge Eugene Hamilton 
Endowed Scholarship 
Fund 

Charles Matthews Fund
Nevada Judicial Education 

Scholarships 
Hon. V. Robert Payant  

Endowment 
Michael Pope Fund
The Senator William J.  

Raggio Endowment Fund 
The Wm. T. (Bill) Robinson 

III Scholarship Endowment 
The Judge Daniel P. Ryan 

Endowment Fund 
Honorable Chad C. 

Schmucker Endowment 
Fund

Honorable B.B. and Estella J. 
Schraub Scholarship Fund

Silver State Schools Credit 
Union Scholarship  
Endowment 

Sinatra Endowment Fund 
Hon. Steve Smith Endow-

ment Fund 
South Carolina Circuit Court 

Judges Scholarship Fund 
Judge Ernst John Watts 

Endowment 
Louis Weiner, Jr., Endowed 

Scholarship Fund 

FACULTY WHO  
VOLUNTEERED
Hon. J. Kevin Abdoney
Hon. Efrain Alvarado
Hon. Robert S. Anchondo
Hon. Jamie L. Anderson
Hon. Don R. Ash
Hon. Jason E. Ashford
Hon. Neil E. Axel
Hon. Robert E. Bacharach
Hon. Jennifer F. Bailey
Hon. Anthony J. Baratta
David Barkey
Prof. Mary Beth Beazley
Lisa Bell
Hon. Patricia A. Blackmon
Eryn L. Blagg
Prof. Michael A. Blasie
Hon. Toni Boone
Lt. Eddie Bowers
Prof. Todd  Brower
Hon. Joel Cano
Hon. Tani Cantil-Sakauye
Dr. Alicia Carriquiry
Hon. Thomas E. Cheffins
Noel F. Chessman
Hon. Augustus Chin
Hon. Nicholas P. Chu
Hon. Sherri L. Collins
Prof. Terence C. Coonan
Prof. Valerie Couch
Hon. Daniel J. Crothers
John C. Cruden
Sarah Dahl
Hon. Andre M. Davis
Hon. Peggy D. Davis
Agustin de la Mora
Zelda M. DeBoyes
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez
Hon. W. Scott Donaldson
Hon. Thomas M. Donnelly
Hon. Elizabeth H. Drews

Nicolas Economou
Dr. Ellen Edens
Hon. Jules  D. Edwards
Hon. Sherrill A. Ellsworth
David Engstrom
Margaret M. Enloe
Prof. Jules  Epstein
Hon. Peter M. Evans
Jake Faleschini
Hon. Joseph J. Farah
James Farley
Hon. Roy B. Ferguson
Hon. William J. Fisher
Hon. Kevin L. Fitzwater
Victor Flatt
Hon. Shaun R. Floerke
Hon. Susan L. Formaker
Hon. Katherine B. Forrest
Hon. Stacie A. Fourstar
Hon. Juanita C. Freeman
Hon. Holly J. Fujie
Hon. Jennifer Gee
Michael German
Hon. David M. Gersten
Hon. W. Michael Gillette
Hon. Thomas A. Gilligan
Hon. Stephen Gizzi
David Gordon
Hon. Gary A. Graber
Maura R. Grossman
Hon. Karl B. Grube
Hon. Margaret R. Guzman
Helen I. Harberts
Prof. Jennifer Harder
Jennifer Harmon
Hon. Kristi  L. Harrington
Hon. A. Robinson Hassell
Sgt. Travis  Herbert
Hon. Ilona M. Holmes
Hon. Jamey H. Hueston
Hon. Mary Katherine  

Huffman
Timothy Hughes

Hon. Joanne M. Jannik
Det. Michael Jennings
Hon. Diane M. Johnsen
Hon. Carlton D. Jones
Hon. Melissa L. Jones
Hon. Mark A. Juhas
Hon. Daniel S. Jurkowitz
Hon. Eileen A. Kato
Hon. Michael E. Keasler
Hon. William G. Kelly
Hon. David A. Kimberley
Saralinda Kiser
Hon. Mary Jane M. Knisely
Hon. Julie H. Kocurek
Prof. Phyllis Williams Kotey
Hon. Peggy Kuo
Prof. John  M. Lacey
Hon. Lori Ann Landry
Hon. Patricia R. Lenzi
Hon. Katherine K.  

MacDonald
Felicia Marcus
Theodore F. Martens
Hon. J. Matthew M. Martin
Hon. Jill M. Martinez
Hon. David T. Matia
Hon. Robert E. McBeth
Hon. Robert J. McCune
Hon. Mark J. McGinnis
Hon. Sabrina S. McKenna
Hon. Phyllis McMillen
Hon. Eric M. Mehnert
Hon. Linda Melendez
Hon. William G. Meyer
Amy Miles
Hon. Laurie J. Miller
Sherri Miller
Hon. John J. Molaison
Hon. Michael R. Morgan
Hon. Jan W. Morris
Hon. Jack F. Nevin
Hon. Steven D. Olmstead
Col. Tara A. Osborn

Kimberly Papillon
Hon. Scott E. Pearson
Marshal Thomas Pellicane
Hon. Earl G. Penrod
Hon. David Prince
Hon. Jeffrey L. Reed
Liani J. Reeves
Hon. John F. Reif
Prof. David Romps
Hon. Brenda A. Roper
Hon. Janice M. Rosa
Hon. Dustin P. Rowe
Hon. Daniel P. Ryan
Cristina Sanchez
David A. Sandino
Dr. Benjamin D. Santer
Hon. Chad Schmucker
John R. Seagreaves
Hon. Daniel B. Shanes
Prof. Stephen M. Simon
Hon. V. Lee Sinclair
Hon. Gregory D. Smith
Hon. Steve Smith
Hon. James E. Snyder
Prof. Yvonne Stedham
Hon. Philip S. Straniere
Hon. Caroline W. Streater
Hon. David T. Suntag
Prof. Kelly E. Tait
Hon. Chaney W. Taylor
Hon. Trina  L. Thompson
Hon. Samuel A. Thumma
Hon. Allan  A. Toubman
Hon. Ramona F. Tsosie
Hon. John W. Valente
Hon. Richard A. Vlavianos
Hon. Edward T. Wahl
Hon. Lisa S. Walsh
Hon. Reggie B. Walton
Hon. Brian O. Watkins
Hon. Laura A. Weiser
Hon. Matthew W. Williams
Hon. Gayle F. Williams-Byers

Hon. Steven A. Wise 
Hon. Lisa Woodruff-White
Hon. Danny R. Woods
Hon. Merideth Wright
John C. Yang
Dr. Michael D. Yasmer
Hon. Rose  M. Zamora
Hon. Thomas A. Zonay
Mark L. Zyla

BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 
Hon. Christopher T. Whitten 

Chair
Alan R. Brayton, Esq.  

Chair-Elect 
Hon. Leslie A. Hayashi (Ret.) 

Treasurer
Ann Thornton Field, Esq.  

Secretary
Peter Bennett, Esq. 

Immediate Past Chair
Hon. Mary-Margaret  

Anderson (Ret.)
Brandon Barkhuff
Norma Barnes-Euresti, Esq.
Hon. Stephen K. Benjamin
Hon. Margarita Bernal (Ret.)
Edward R. Blumberg, Esq. 
Hon. Toni E. Clarke (Ret.)
Cliff Edwards, Esq.
Aaron Ford, Attorney  

General of Nevada
Kim Dean Hogrefe, Esq.
Robert “Rob” Hunter, Esq.
Robert L. “Bob” Parks, Esq.
Darcee Siegel, Esq.
Angelina Tsu, Esq.
Sandra S. Yamate, Esq. 

ABA JUDICIAL DIVISION 
LIAISON
Hon. Robert “Bob”  

Edmunds (Ret.) 

“The program did an outstanding job of providing me with real insight into what a life as a judge might 
be like…. The quest to be a judge is long and hard, so it is incredibly important to be clear-eyed about 
whether it is the right path.”
        — District Court Judge Marie A. Moses, Denver, an alumna of the Judicial Academy for aspiring judges
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Conference of State Court  
Administrators

Civilian Board of Contract Appeals
Connecticut Bar Association
Council of State Governments
DEI Collaborative
Dividing the Waters
DRI — The Voice of the Defense Bar
Environmental Law Institute
Federal Bar Association
Federal Court of Australia
Flaschner Judicial Institute
Florida Department of Highway Safety 

and Motor Vehicles, Bureau of  
Administrative Reviews

Foundation for Advancing Alcohol 
Responsibility

Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and 
Equality

The Future Society
Governors Highway Safety Association
H5
Hispanic National Bar Association 

Judicial Division
Human Trafficking Court Solutions
Illinois Judicial College
Indiana Judicial Center
Institute for the Advancement of the 

American Legal System
Institute for Well-Being in Law
IEEE-Institute of Electrical and Electron-

ics Engineers
International Academy of Trial Lawyers
International Association of Defense 

Counsel
International Association of LGBTQ+ 

Judges
International Society of Barristers
Jain Family Institute
Judicial Research Institute of the Su-

preme Court of Korea
Justice Management Institute
Justice Michael Douglas Fellowship

Justice Speakers Institute
Kansas Supreme Court, Office of  

Judicial Administration
Law School Admission Council
Lexpat Global Services, LLC
Louisiana Division of Administrative 

Law
Loyola Law School
Minnesota Department of Human 

Services, Appeals and Regulations 
Division

Minnesota State Court Administrator’s 
Office, Judicial Education Division

National American Indian Court Judges 
Association

National Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association Foundation

National Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association Judicial Council

National Association for Presiding 
Judges and Court Executive Officers

National Association of Administrative 
Law Judiciary

National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals

National Association of Hearing  
Officials

National Association of State Judicial 
Educators

National Association of Women Judges
National Bar Association
National Bar Association Judicial 

Council
National Center for State Courts
National Conference of Specialized 

Court Judges
National Conference of Women’s Bar 

Associations
National Congress of American Indians
National Consortium on Racial and 

Ethnic Fairness in the Courts
National Council of Juvenile and Family 

Court Judges
National Indian Child Welfare  

 Association

National Judges Association
National Native American Bar  

Association
Native Community Development  

Associates
Nevada Coalition to End Domestic and 

Sexual Violence
Nevada Department of Public Safety
Nevada Office of the Attorney General
Nevada White Collar Crime Center
New England Bar Association
New York State Unified Court System 

Judicial Institute
Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society
Northern Nevada International Center
Ozmen Institute for Global Studies
Pacific Judicial Strengthening Initiative
Pretrial Justice Institute
Reno + Sparks Chamber of Commerce
Singapore Judicial College
State of Nevada
Stetson University College of Law
Supreme Court Historical Society
Tennessee Administrative Office of 

the Courts
Tetra Tech DPK
Thirty-Seven Wines
Thomson Reuters
Tribal Judicial Institute
UNESCO
United States Department of  

Agriculture, National Appeals Board
University of Nevada, Reno 
UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law
UNR Judicial Studies Graduate Degree 

Program
Wayamo Foundation
Williams Institute at the UCLA  

School of Law
World Justice Project
Yakama Nation

PARTNER  
ORGANIZATIONS 
American Academy of Addiction  

Psychiatry
American Association for Justice
American Bar Association
ABA Commission on Lawyer Assistance
 Programs (CoLAP)
ABA Judicial Division
ABA Rule of Law Initiative
ABA Section of Litigation
ABA Tort Trial and Insurance Practice 

Section
American Board of Trial Advocates
American College of Trial Lawyers
American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants
American Judges Association
Appellate Judges Education Institute
Arkansas Administrative Office of  

the Courts
Association of Defense Trial Attorneys
Blackfeet Nation
Boys and Girls Club of Elko County
Boys and Girls Club of Truckee Meadows
Brennan Center for Justice
Bureau of Indian Affairs
California Association of Youth Courts
Center for Court Innovation
Center for Health and Justice at  

TASC Inc.
Center for Human Trafficking 
Center for Judicial Education and 

Research
Center for Public Policy Studies
Center for Statistics and Applications in 

Forensic Evidence (CSAFE)
Central Panel Directors
Children’s Cabinet
Conference of Chief Justices

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  N AT I O N A L  J U D I C I A L  C O L L E G E
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MISSION  
SUPPORT 
GROUPS
BOARD OF  
VISITORS
Co-Chair John L. Holcomb, 

Esq.           
Co-Chair Roman Silberfeld, 

Esq.
Mary Alexander, Esq.
Hon. Bobbe Bridge 

(Ret.) 
Jon Bridge, Esq.
Melissa H. Brown, Esq.
Mark Bruce, Esq.
Elizabeth J. Cabraser, 

Esq. 
Doris Cheng, Esq.
Ahmed Davis, Esq. 
Augusta S. Dowd, Esq.
Rew Goodenow, Esq.
Hon. Sophia H. Hall    
Marsha Rabiteau, Esq.    
Ricky Raven, Esq.  
Hon. James D. Rogers (Ret.)
Dick A. Semerdjian, Esq.
Jason Wilson, Esq. 

TRUSTEES LIAISON 
Edward R. Blumberg, Esq.     

FACULTY COUNCIL
Chair Hon. Ilona M. Holmes 

(Ret.)
Chair-Elect Hon. Thomas A. 

Zonay
Secretary Hon. Melissa 

Jones
Hon. Efrain Alvarado
Hon. Neil Edward Axel 
Hon. Thomas E. Cheffins
Hon. Jess B. Clanton
Hon. Kristi L. Harrington

Hon. Vincent L. Knight
Hon. Phyllis Williams Kotey
Hon. Robert E. McBeth

TRUSTEES LIAISON 
Edward Blumberg, Esq.

TRIBAL ADVISORY 
BOARD 
Hon. Lisa Atkinson
Hon. Michelle Brown-Yazzie
Hon. Charles Cloud (Ret.)
Hon. Ingrid Cumberlidge
Hon. Lisa Dickinson
Heather Kendall-Miller, Esq.
Hon. Vincent Knight, Sr. 

(Ret.)
Colleen Lamarre, Esq.
Hon. Gary LaRance
Justice Stacy Leeds
Mike McBride III, Esq.
Sandra McCandless, Esq.
Hon. David Raasch
Hon. Fawn Sharp
Hilary Tompkins, Esq.
Hon. Ron Whitener
Hon. Robert Williams
Hon. Robert Yazzie
Charles Zeh, Esq.

TRUSTEES LIAISON 
Hon. Stephen K. Benjamin

JOINT COMMITTEE 
OF LAW FIRM  
PARTNERS AND  
CORPORATE 
COUNSEL
Co-Chair Kelly-Ann Fayette 

Clark, Esq. 
Co-Chair Roman Silberfeld, 

Esq.
Alan Bryan, Esq.

Cyndie Chang, Esq.
Angeline Chen, Esq.
Mark Clouatre, Esq.
John Cruden, Esq.
Pankit Doshi, Esq.
Courtney Camp Enloe, Esq.
Daniel Gourash, Esq.
Donna Haddad, Esq.
Scott Hayden, Esq.
Jennifer Hilsabeck, Esq.
Robert “Buzz” Hines, Esq.
Kay Hodge, Esq.
Helen Kim, Esq.
Joe Lee, Esq.
Mark O’Halloran, Esq.
Jennifer Parent, Esq.
Odette Polintan, Esq.
Jody Porter, Esq.
G. William Shaw, Esq.
Vince Verde, Esq.
Richard D. Williamson, Esq.
Stephen Wu, Esq.

TRUSTEES LIAISON 
Robert “Rob” Hunter, Esq.

ALUMNI  
RELATIONS  
COMMITTEE
Co-Chair Hon. David J. 

Dreyer
Co-Chair Hon. Alli B. Majeed 

(Ret.)
Hon. Veronica Alicea-Galvan
Hon. Brian J. Amero 
Hon. Kimberley Carlton 

Bonner 
Hon. Ben Burgess (Ret.)
Hon. Mary E. Chicchelly
Hon. Thomas C. Clark II
Hon. Toni E. Clarke (Ret.)
Hon. Gary L. Clingman (Ret.)
Hon. Robert S. Cohen
Hon. Scott A. Collier

Hon. Melissa G. Crowell 
(Ret.)

Hon. William Dressel (Ret.)
Hon. Elizabeth D. Figueroa
Hon. Suzette Carlisle  

Flowers 
Hon. Thomas E. Fowler
Hon. Greg G. Guidry
Hon. Kristi L. Harrington 

(Ret.)
Hon. David N. Harris
Hon. Donald R. Johnson
Hon. Mark A. Juhas
Hon. Howard A. Kalfus
Hon. David S. Keenan
Hon. Rory R. Olsen (Ret.)
Hon. James M. Redwine 

(Ret.)
Hon. Larry Sage
Hon. Jonah Triebwasser
Hon. Rick W. Varner
Hon. Michael P. Villani
Hon. Edward T. Wahl
Hon. Carrie A. Zepeda

NJC  
CORPORATION
2021 ABA Board of  

Governors

AFFILIATED  
ORGANIZATIONS
Appellate Judges  

Education Institute
Dividing the Waters

“This is one of the most relevant, current and well-presented courses the NJC has on its schedule.  
Every presenter is an extraordinary expert on current law, trends, issues and cases in this topic.”
     — Senior Judge Larry G. Sage, Sparks, Nevada. He was a participant in Human Trafficking Laws, Trends and Judicial Responses

President Aldana (right) 
and Board Chair Chris  
Whitten raise a glass of 
Thirty-Seven Wines at a 
private wine-tasting and 
dinner fundraiser at the 
Thirty-Seven vineyard 
overlooking San Pablo Bay 
in Sonoma, California. The 
winery’s owners, Trustee  
Al Brayton (filling glasses) 
and his wife, Lisa, hosted. 
The event included a talk  
by UC Davis Professor  
Anita Oberholster (below, 
left) on how climate change 
is affecting the growing 
of wine grapes. Guests in-
cluded (bottom right, from 
left) Trustees Leslie Hayashi, 
Mary-Margaret Anderson 
and Darcee Siegel. 
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Meet the unseen NJC judge behind the talking-cat-lawyer viral video, Page 2


